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Text #1 is a narrative poem. It is divided into major mental pictures. Read it to yourself. 
Then mark the words and phrases that identify settings and characters. 

Prepared 

 



 

Text #2 relates to Text #1 in a way that you will soon discover. As you read "Prepared?" 
highlight the words and phrases that identify settings and characters. 



No. Key terms  2+ synonyms and a definition Role in the text 

Ex accurate 

1 croquet 

2 draped 

 

 

 

3 exclaimed 

 

 

 

4 interior 

 

 

5 meteorologist 

 

 

6 ominous 

 

 

In the first read of Text #2, it is important to locate and focus on the key terms that carry 
the message of the text. How do the words the author chooses help explain his/her style 
and values or beliefs about the topic? 



In the left column, write a description of what each mental picture on the right means. 

The mental  Prepared? 



  Element 1 - Character(s).. 

In 1-2 sentences, describe how clearly the emotional and mental condition of the main character appears. 
Include any changes or growth in the character arc. 

  Element 2 - Plot.. 

In 1-2 sentences, explain how clearly the problem and resolution appear. 

  Element 3 - Setting(s) . 

In 1-2 sentences, describe how clearly the physical location or social environment appear. 

  Element 4 - Point(s)-of-View.. 

In 1-2 sentences, explain how clearly the main character's way of considering things, opinions, or feelings 
of the situation appear. 

  Element 5 - Theme(s) . 

In 1-2 sentences, describe how clearly the author shows what the narrative is about. Include any values 
about life or views on the world that the author implies. 

  Element 6  Style.. 

In 1-2 sentences, explain what makes the story engaging.  Was it the writer's word choice, tone, humor, 
suspense, surprise, or the characters' dialect or intelligence? 

After the first read of Text #2, you have a basic understanding of the story. It is time to  
evaluate how clearly the author presents the elements of fiction in the story. Refer to the 
text to respond to each element. 



Which detail from the story FIRST foreshadows that trouble is ahead for the main character and 
his family?  

A.  
B.  
C.  
D. rybody,  

In the story, what does the author likely believe is the MOST important lesson for Jeremy and his 
family to learn? 

A. Storms can approach quickly and cause significant damage. 
B. Parents should listen to storm warnings from meteorologists, so they can prevent their 

families from getting stuck in dangerous weather conditions. 
C. Fathers will save any family members trapped in a storm. 
D. The air becomes completely still and the temperature becomes much cooler before a hurricane 

strikes. 

Which choice below would BEST replace the word forecast in the story? 
A. weather prediction 
B. wild guess 
C. TV segment 
D. warning 

 

Which of the following was not a result of the hurricane? 
A. tables and blankets tossed into the wind 
B. rain soaking the McConnell family 
C. Melissa getting separated from the rest of the family 
D. All the above was the result of the hurricane. 

Based on your reading of Text #2 Prepared? , complete these selected 
responses to help lock in your understanding of the story.  



 

 

The Writing Prompt 
What is the MOST LIKELY reason the author included the first three paragraphs in the story? 
Use evidence (details, key terms, and ideas) from the story to support your answer. 

The 2-point Rubric 

Pts The response achieves the following ... 

2 

Gives sufficient evidence of how to analyze the central idea of an informational text 
 Adequately explains the central idea with clear relevant evidence from the text 
 Explains how it fits into the overall structure and contributes to the text 
 Includes specific examples/details that make clear reference to the text. 

1 

Gives limited evidence of how to analyze the central idea of an informational text 
 Attempts a vague explanation of the central idea with little evidence from the text 
 Explains how it fits into the overall structure and contributes to the text 
 Includes vague examples/details from the remaining text. 

0 

Gives no evidence of analyzing the central idea of an informational text, no explanation of 
 Its central idea from the text. 
 How either fits into the overall structure and contributes to the text. 
 Specific examples/details that make clear reference to the text. 

Sample of Constructed Responses 

2 
points 

Teacher expectations: Write  at least 3-4 sentences and use at least 2-3 key terms from the Word Study in 
your response. 
Text #2 key terms: accurate, croquet, draped, exclaimed, interior, meteorologist, ominous 

1  
point 

0 
points 

Based on your reading of Text #2 the story Prepared? , construct your response to 
this writing prompt.  



The Writing Prompt 
Think about: You have read "Prepared?" and answered several selected response items. Think about 
the ideas, word choices, facts, and details that you can use if you told this story in the voice of one of 
the McConnell family members.  

Write about: Rewrite the section of the story that begins with They paid no attenti  Use the 
voice of Jeremy and write in 1st person point of view. Your rewritten narrative should take the story up 
to the paragraph that concludes They were draped in blankets that Jeremy and his mom had 
passed around.  

The 4-point Rubric 
Pts   Student's response ... 

4 

... is a well-developed narrative with vivid real/imagined experiences based on a text as a stimulus. 
 Effectively establishes a situation and introduces a narrator and/or characters 
 Organizes an event sequence that unfolds naturally 
 Uses narrative techniques, dialogue, description, and pacing to develop events, settings, or characters 
 Uses words or phrases to indicate sequence of events, time frames, or settings 
 Uses precise words, phrases, and sensory language consistently to convey experiences and events 
 Provides a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events 
 Integrates ideas and details from source material effectively 
 Has very few or no errors in usage and/or conventions that interfere with meaning 

3 

... is a complete narrative, developing real/imagined experiences based on text as stimulus. 
 Establishes a situation and introduces one or more characters 
 Organizes events in a clear, logical order 
 Uses narrative techniques, dialogue, description and pacing to develop events, settings, or characters 
 Uses words or phrases to indicate sequence of events, time frames, or settings 
 Uses words, phrases, and details to convey experiences and events 
 Provides an appropriate conclusion 
 Integrates some ideas and/or details from source material 
 Has few or no errors in usage and/or conventions that interfere with meaning 

2 

... is an incomplete or oversimplified narrative based on a text as a stimulus. 
 Attempts narrative techniques, dialogue, description and pacing  to develop events, settings, or characters 
 Uses occasional signal words inconsistently to indicate sequence of events, time frames, or settings 
 Uses some words or phrases inconsistently to convey experiences and events 
 Provides a weak or ambiguous conclusion 
 Attempts to integrate ideas or details from source material 
 Has frequent errors in usage and conventions that sometimes interfere with meaning 

1 

... provides evidence of an attempt to write a narrative based on a text as a stimulus. 
 Provides a weak or minimal introduction of a situation or a character 
 May be too brief to demonstrate a complete, smooth sequence of events well connected to the text  
 Shows little or no attempt to use dialogue, description, and pacing to develop events and/or characters 
 Uses words that are inappropriate, overly simple, or unclear 
 Provides a minimal or no conclusion 
 May use few if any ideas or details from source material 
 Has frequent major errors in usage and conventions that interfere with meaning 

 

 

 



Options for arranging an extended writing response (circle one)

Opinion 

 

Cause-
effect  

 

Character 
Sketch 

 

Compare-
contrast  

 
 
 
Explain a 
Process 
 
 
 
Problem-
solution 
 
 
 
Other  

________ 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Teacher expectations: Write 2-3 paragraphs, use 2-3 terms from each of the word studies, and cite evidence from both 
texts in your response.  

Text #1 key terms: allergic, bluster, cellar, destruction, drenched, inverted, rambunctious 

Text #2 key terms: accurate, croquet, draped, exclaimed, interior, meteorologist, ominous

 

 

 

 



Circle 1-2 strategies and use them to revise your first draft.

Jot and 
blend 

 

Circling 
picture   
sentences    

 

Writing 
leads  

 

Writing 
closes 

 

Combining 
sentences 

 

Other  

_________ 

_________ 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 Identify the revision. Fits the draft?  

 1  Yes No Too much About right Add more 

 2  Yes No Too much About right Add more 

 3  Yes No Too much About right Add more 

 4  Yes No Too much About right Add more 



Circle the evaluation tool(s) that you and your PAL will use to score your 
writing. Then together plan and compose a summary of what the evaluation 
tools(s) helped you see about your writing.

 

Holistic 
Scoring 

Informational 

Narrative 

Opinion 

 

Analytic 
Scoring 

Informational 

Narrative 

Opinion 

 

 

Other 

_________ 

_________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


