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Text #1 is divided into major mental pictures. Read it to yourself. Then underline or
highlight the words and phrases that identify the main ideas and key details.

In the first read of Text #1, it is important to locate and focus on the key terms that carry
the message of the text. How do the words the author chooses help explain his/her style
and values or beliefs about the topic?

No.
Ex

Key terms
urban
agriculture

1

borough

2

extensive
support

3

ideal

4

nutritious

5

sustainable

6

variety of
environments

2+ synonyms and a definition

Role in the text

In the left column, write a description of what each mental picture on the right means.
The mental pictures mean ...

City Crops

After the first read of Text #1, you have a basic understanding of the text. It is time to
evaluate how clearly the author presents informational elements in the text. Refer to the
text to respond to each element.
. Element 1 Author's Purpose ..
In 1-2 sentences, explain what the author intends this text to help you understand.

Element 2 Main Ideas..
In 1-2 sentences, identify the ideas most important to the text. Explain how clearly they are presented.

Element 3 Text Structure .
In 1-2 sentences, explain how the text structure makes the article easy to understand (cause-effect, character
sketch, compare-contrast, news report, problem-solution, and sequence).

Element 4 Examples (includes visual or graphic aids) ...
In 1-2 sentences, describe how clearly the author explains an idea with an example/visual aid.

Element 5 Key Vocabulary (academic, subject, or technical terms) ..
In 1-2 sentences, describe what words or phrases the author uses to help you understand the important details
in the text.

Element 6 Conclusion (section of the text that completes the main idea)..
In 1-2 sentences, describe how the final section of the text helps you understand the author's purpose.

City Crops
secure your understanding of the text.

complete these selected responses to help

According to the author, why is it easier for crops to be grown in cities these days?
A. Vegetables can be grown in gardens, along sidewalks, or in window boxes.
B. Farms can succeed in spaces that have been abandoned or are unused.
C. How-to guides for growing crops are readily available.
D. all the above
Which line from the text BEST describes how urban agriculture contributes to a sustainable future
for the earth?
A. "Research labs in the U.S. and the U.K. provide extensive support for city people who want to
grow fresh food."
B.
C.
large pots on balconies, rooftops, courtyards, empty lots, and even larger fields dedicated as
community gardens
D.

Urban farms are likely to succeed because successful farmers take time to help startup farmers.
What evidence from the article supports this statement?
A.
sidewalks, in
B.
C. "Annie Novak published a Guide to Rooftop Farming available on the farm's website."
D.
dwellers can count on fresher and
more nutritious food for their meals."
What does the term sustainable mean as it is used in the article?
A. staying in existence
B. keeping city animals out of the gardens
C. challenging the widespread opinion that cities are no places for growing food
D. supporting long-term ecological balance as human populations expand

City Crops
prompt.

The Writing Prompt
Why has

begun to thrive recently? Use evidence (details, key terms, and ideas)

from the text to support your answer.

The 2-point Rubric
Pts

The response achieves the following ...

2

Gives sufficient evidence of how to analyze the central idea of an informational text
Adequately explains the central idea with clear relevant evidence from the text
Explains how it fits into the overall structure and contributes to the text
Includes specific examples/details that make clear reference to the text.

1

Gives limited evidence of how to analyze the central idea of an informational text
Attempts a vague explanation of the central idea with little evidence from the text
Explains how it fits into the overall structure and contributes to the text
Includes vague examples/details from the remaining text.

0

Gives no evidence of analyzing the central idea of an informational text, no explanation of
Its central idea
How either fits into the overall structure and contributes to the text
Specific examples/details that make clear reference to the text.

Sample of Constructed Responses
Teacher expectations: Write at least 4-5 sentences and use at least 2-3 key terms from the Word Study in your
response.
Text #1 key terms: borough, extensive support, ideal, nutritious, sustainable, urban agriculture, variety of
environments

2
points

1
point

0
points

Text #2 is related to Text #1 in a way that you will soon discover. As you read "Fruit
Bowl of the Nation," highlight the words and phrases that identify the main ideas and
key details.

You studied and responded to Text #1 and Text #2 separately. Then you completed
selected responses and a constructed response about how the two texts relate. It is now
time to write an extended response that examines the relationship between Text #1 and
Text #2 fully.

The Writing Prompt
Think about:
sustainable agriculture used in the United States.

present examples of two methods of

How do the plans in these two texts ensure that growing crops is sustainable? How does growing
vegetables and fruit in Yakima Valley differ from city farms and urban agriculture? What role
does government and research play in sustaining these two models of food production? Which
features of these systems of food production put them at risk for the future?
Write about: Write an argumentative essay that convinces readers that one of these two systems
of food production is the better long-term solution for society. Use evidence (details, key terms,
and ideas) from both texts to support your claim.
Be sure to
Introduce your claim.
Support your claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence from the texts.
Acknowledge and address alternate or opposing claims.
Organize the reasons and evidence logically.
Use words, phrases, and clauses to connect your ideas and to clarify the relationships among
claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
Establish and maintain a formal style.
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.
Check your work for correct usage, grammar, spelling, and capitalization.

Options for arranging an extended writing response (circle one)
Argument

Causeeffect

Character
Sketch

Comparecontrast

Explain a
Process
Problemsolution
Other
________
________

Teacher model of an extended-writing response
Teacher expectations: Write at least 3-4 paragraphs, use at least 2-3 key terms from each of the word studies, and cite
evidence with quotations from both texts in your response.
Text #1 key terms: borough, extensive support, ideal, nutritious, sustainable, urban agriculture, variety of environments
Text #2 key terms: environmentally sound, ingenuity, intrigued, network of irrigation canals, Reclamation Act,
reservoirs, sagebrush

Circle 1-2 strategies and use them to revise your first draft.
Jot and
blend
Circling
picture
sentences
Writing
leads
Writing
closes
Combining
sentences
Other
_________
_________

Identify the revision.

Fits the draft?

1

Yes

No

Too much

About right

Add more

2

Yes

No

Too much

About right

Add more

3

Yes

No

Too much

About right

Add more

4

Yes

No

Too much

About right

Add more

Circle the evaluation tool(s) that you and your PAL will use to score your
writing. Then together plan and compose a summary of what the
evaluation tool(s) helped you see about your writing.

Holistic
scoring
Argument
Informational
Narration

Analytic
scoring
Argument
Informational
Narration

Other
_________
_________

