
 

Cells: The Building Blocks of Life

 The World of Microorganisms  



  

The Reading-Writing Connection 4 

Session    

Week 1 Suggestions for use  4 

Pre-reading Essential vocabulary for writing Setup Module 5 

Session 1 Paired Text #1   "Cells: The Building Blocks of Life" 6 

 Word Study of Text #1 Applied comprehension 8 

Session 2 What Text #1 Means Inferential comprehension 9 

 Elements in Text #1 Evaluative comprehension 11 

 What Text #1 Says Literal comprehension 12 

Session 3 Selected Responses Objective assessment 15 

 Constructed Response  Written assessment  2-point rubric 16 

Week 2 Suggestions for use  17 

Session 1  Paired Text #2   "The World of Microorganisms" 18 

 Word Study of Text #2 Applied comprehension 20 

Session 2 What Text #2 Means  Inferential comprehension 21 

 Elements in Text #2 Evaluative comprehension 23 

 What Text #2 Says  Literal comprehension 24 

Session 3 Selected Responses Objective assessment 27 

 Constructed Response  Written assessment  2-point rubric 28 

Week 3 Suggestions for use  29 

Session 1 Paired Texts   "Cells: The Building Blocks of Life" and "The World of 
Microorganisms" 

6, 18 

 Selected Responses Objective assessment 30 

 Constructed Response  Written assessment  2-point rubric 31 

Session 2 Extended Response prompt  Opinion Written assessment  7-point rubric 32 

 Prewriting options Prewriting Module 35 

 Extended Response  Opinion Written assessment  teacher model 36 

Session 3 Revision strategies  Revision Module 37 

Session 4 Evaluation tools Evaluation Module 38 



Text #1 is divided into major mental pictures. Read it to yourself. Then underline or highlight 
the words and phrases that identify the main ideas and key details. 

  



No. Key terms  2+ synonyms and a definition Role in the text  

Ex visible 

mental picture # ____ 

1 components 
mental picture # ____ 

2 convert 
mental picture # ____ 

 

3 mitochondrion 
mental picture # ____ 

 

4 nucleus 
mental picture # ____ 

 

5 organelles 
mental picture # ____ 

 

6 tissue 
mental picture # ____ 

In the first read of Text #1, it is important to locate and focus on the key terms that carry 
the message of the text. How do the words the author chooses help explain his / her style 
and values or beliefs about the topic? 



 Element 1  Author's Purpose ..   
In 1-2 sentences, explain what the author intends this text to help you understand.   

 Element 2  Main Ideas..  
In 1-2 sentences, identify the ideas most important to the text. Explain how clearly they are presented. 

 Element 3  Text Structure .  
In 1-2 sentences, explain how the text structure makes the article easy to understand (cause-effect, character 
sketch, compare-contrast, news report, problem-solution, and sequence).  

 Element 4  Examples (includes visual or graphic aids) ...  
In 1-2 sentences, describe how clearly the author emphasizes an idea with an example or visual aid.         

 Element 5  Key Vocabulary (academic, subject, or technical terms) ..  
In 1-2 sentences, describe what words or phrases the author uses to help you understand the importance of the 
details in the text. 

 Element 6  Conclusion (section of the text that completes the main idea)..  
In 1-2 sentences, describe how the final section of the text helped you understand the author's purpose. 

After the first read of Text #1, you have a basic understanding of the text. It is time to 
evaluate how clearly the author presents informational elements in the text. Refer to the 
text to respond to each element. 



 

 

    The Writing Prompt
Think about: : The Building Blocks of Life The World of  explain 
how human cells, viruses, bacteria, and other microbes inhabit our bodies. How do cells help the 
human body? How do viruses, bacteria, and fungi influence our health? What jobs do they 
perform inside of us? How important are they to our immune system? How can they benefit us? 
How can they threaten our wellbeing with disease? 

Write about: Write an opinion essay in your own words that claims microorganisms are more 
beneficial or more harmful to humans. Use evidence (ideas, key terms, and details) from both 
texts to support your answer.           

Be sure to 

 Introduce your opinion. 

 Support your opinion with reasons and details from the texts. 

 Give your reasons and details in a clear order. 

 Develop your ideas clearly and use your own words, except when quoting directly from the 
texts. 

 Identify the passages by title or number when using details or facts directly from the texts. 
 Use linking words, phrases, and clauses to connect reasons. 

 Use clear language and vocabulary. 

 Have a strong conclusion that supports your opinion. 

 Check your work for correct usage, grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You studied and responded to Text #1 and Text #2 separately. Then you completed 
selected responses and a constructed response about how the two texts relate. It is now 
time to write an extended response that examines the relationship between Text #1 and 
Text #2 fully. 



 


