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 Text #1 – "City Crops"    
Text #1 is divided into major mental pictures. As you read “City Crops,” highlight the main idea 
and underline the most inclusive detail in each mental picture. 

City Crops 

#1  Crops in cities? "No way," many people think. Cities are no place for flowers to 
grow, much less fruits and vegetables. Obviously, not everyone sees city life this way. 
Many young people move to cities from farms, and they miss the taste of fresh 
vegetables gathered from the garden behind their farmhouses. So, in the 1970s, 
tomatoes, beans, peppers, and cucumbers started replacing flowers along sidewalks, in 
window boxes, and on balconies. Now, many websites provide all the tips needed for 
growing city crops. City folks can order seeds and seedlings online and have them 
delivered to their front doors. The grass roots development of urban agriculture in many 
large cities shows signs of a healthy expanding industry. 

#2  Growing crops in cities is well-organized. Research labs in the U.S. and the U.K. 
provide extensive support for the city people who want to grow fresh food. In Cardiff, 
Wales, researchers of the Research Centre for Sustainable Urban and Regional Food 
(SURF) offer courses on urban agriculture. The name implies the importance of farming 
and gardening in cities. Professor Roberta Sonnino leads a team of eight researchers who 
study what it takes to grow fruits and vegetables in a variety of environments: large pots 
on balconies, rooftops, courtyards, empty lots, and even larger fields dedicated as 
community gardens.  According to Professor Sonnino, “As long as there have been cities, 
there has been urban agriculture. Our ambition is to make growing crops in cities 
sustainable." 

#3 In New York City, farming on empty lots and rooftops has become an opportunity 
for small business startups. For example, the Eagle Street Rooftop Farm is three stories 
up from Eagle Street on the banks of the East River with a view of the Manhattan skyline. 
The 6000 square feet of rich soil supplies fresh vegetables, herbs, and spices for 
hundreds of customers and restaurants throughout New York City's Brooklyn borough. 
Annie Novak published the Guide to Rooftop Farming available on the farm's website and  

# Each numbered section of the text creates a mental picture for readers. 

Continued on next page … 
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  Word Study of Text #1  

 

No. Key terms 2+ synonyms and a definition Role in the text  

Ex urban agriculture 

mental picture # ____ 

crop-raising, gardening, or 

cultivation 

A way of producing crops and 

raising animals in a city 

The author uses urban agriculture to describe 

a grass roots effort to expand healthy eating. 

1 borough 
mental picture # ____ 

region, district, or small town 

A section of a larger town that is 

self-governing 

 

The author uses borough to imply that 

Brooklyn is only one part of New York City. 

2 extensive support 
mental picture # ____ 

sweeping, complete support 

Something that covers a large area 

or has a wide influence 

The author uses extensive support as an 

accurate, broad description of the many 

researchers that have made urban agriculture 

more viable. 

3 ideal 
mental picture # ____ 

perfect, most suitable 

Best possible 

 

The author uses ideal to show how some 

places, even in cities, can be perfect for 

growing good crops. 

4 nutritious 
mental picture # ____ 

nourishing, healthy 

Containing substances which help 

our body to be healthy 

 

The author uses nutritious to show us how 

much healthier meal options are becoming for 

city dwellers due to urban agriculture. 

5 sustainable 
mental picture # ____ 

renewable, maintainable 

A technique that allows for 

continual reuse 

 

The author uses sustainable to show that 

urban farmers’ goals are ambitious and that 

the future of urban agriculture is bright. 

6 variety of 
environments 
mental picture # ____ 

climate, conditions 

Surrounding conditions that 

influence a plant’s ability to survive 

 

The author uses a variety of environments to 

emphasize the many different settings in 

which urban agriculture can succeed. 

 

 

 

 

 

In the first read of Text #1, it is important to locate and focus on the key terms that carry 
the message of the text. How do the words the author chooses help explain his / her style 
and values or beliefs about the topic? 

Applied comprehension 

 ELAGSE6-8RI4, W2d, L4a, L5a-c 
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What Text #1 Means  
         In the left column, write a description of what each mental picture on the right means. 

The mental pictures mean ... City Crops 

What does the first mental picture you see mean?    

The author helps me understand that people 

living in the big city are frustrated because 

"they miss the taste of fresh vegetables" that 

they knew growing up. A few decades ago 

people started growing fruits in small open 

spaces throughout the city. Now “many websites 

provide all the tips needed for growing city 

crops," people are growing fruits and vegetables 

in every place imaginable. “Urban agriculture” is 

definitely on the rise. 

Crops in cities? "No way," many people think. Cities are no 
place for flowers to grow, much less fruits and vegetables. 
Obviously, not everyone sees city life this way. Many young 
people move to cities from farms, and they miss the taste 
of fresh vegetables gathered from the garden behind their 
farmhouses. So in the 1970s, tomatoes, beans, peppers, 
and cucumbers started replacing flowers along sidewalks, 
in window boxes, and on balconies. Now, many websites 
provide all the tips needed for growing city crops. City folks 
can order seeds and seedlings online and have them 
delivered to their front doors. The grass roots development 
of urban agriculture in many large cities shows signs of a 
healthy expanding industry. 

The second mental picture?  

I understand that researchers need to plan 

carefully if they want to offer "support for the 

city people who want to grow fresh food.” In 

Wales, a group started researching how to make 

urban gardening easy and widespread. People 

have always tried to grow plants in cities, but 

this group’s project is unique because its goal is 

to make cities capable of feeding themselves the 

fruits and vegetables they need. 
 

 

Continued on next page ... 

Growing crops in cities is well-organized. Research labs in 
the U.S. and the U.K. provide extensive support for the city 
people who want to grow fresh food. In Cardiff, Wales, 
researchers of the Research Centre for Sustainable Urban 
and Regional Food (SURF) offer courses on urban 
agriculture. The name implies the importance of farming 
and gardening in cities. Professor Roberta Sonnino leads a 
team of eight researchers who study what it takes to grow 
fruits and vegetables in a variety of environments:  large 
pots on balconies, rooftops, courtyards, empty lots, and 
even larger fields dedicated as community gardens.  
According to Professor Sonnino, “As long as there have 
been cities, there has been urban agriculture. Our ambition 
is to make growing crops in cities sustainable." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inferential comprehension 
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 Elements in Text #1 

 

. Element 1 – Author's Purpose ..    
In 1-2 sentences, explain what the author intends this text to help you understand.    
The author clearly dispels the widely held belief that farms are not for cities. Urban agriculture is becoming 

a "healthy, expanding industry.” 

  Element 2 – Main Ideas..   
In 1-2 sentences, identify the ideas most important to the text. Explain how clearly they are presented. 
The author effectively presents that 1) there is plenty of support for anyone involved in urban agriculture, 

and that 2) there are opportunities to participate in the industry for businesses, researchers, and individual 

residents. 

  Element 3 – Text Structure .  
In 1-2 sentences, explain how the text structure makes the article easy to understand (cause-effect, character 
sketch, compare-contrast, news report, problem-solution, and sequence).  
The author uses a news report structure to make the passage informative and easy to understand for 

readers. 

  Element 4 – Examples (includes visual or graphic aids) ...  
In 1-2 sentences, describe how clearly the author explains an idea with an example or visual aid.                 
Two examples make up the body of the article. The first is an example of one of many research labs known 

as SURF from Cardiff, Wales. The second describes a successful urban farm at Eagle Street Rooftop. 

  Element 5 – Key Vocabulary (academic, subject, or technical terms) ..  
In 1-2 sentences, describe what words or phrases the author uses to help you understand the important 
details in the text. 
The author uses "gathered" effectively. Rural people who are new to the city may miss gathering veggies 

from their home gardens, so gathering them from window boxes sounds just as convenient. "Urban 

agriculture" describes the significance of a trend. “Sustainable” emphasizes the positive future prospects for 

urban agriculture. 

  Element 6 – Conclusion (section of the text that completes the main idea)..  
In 1-2 sentences, describe how the final section of the text helps you understand the author's purpose.       

The author’s prediction at the conclusion is very confident that fresh nutritious food will become 

increasingly available in cities. 

 
 
 

 

Evaluative comprehension 

After the first read of Text #1, you have a basic understanding of the text. It is time to 
evaluate how clearly the author presents informational elements in the text. Refer to the 
text to respond to each element. 

 ELAGSE6-8RI1-2,5, ELAGSE6-8W2b,d 
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What Text #1 Says  

Answer each question below with a detailed sentence. 

What Text #1 says ... 
In the first mental picture (paragraph 1) … 
According to the author, where are the “city crops?” 

“City crops” are fruit and vegetable gardens showing up in places that used to be reserved for flowers. 

What resources do city residents have for growing crops? 

City residents have access to websites where they can purchase seeds to grow urban crops. 

According to the author, what is the future of urban agriculture? 

Urban agriculture is poised to spread and flourish in many cities. 

In the second mental picture (paragraph 2) … 
According to the author, what support exists for the urban agriculture industry? 

Research has helped support the urban agriculture industry, providing knowledge for amateur gardeners.  

What do researchers of urban agriculture study? 

Researchers of urban agriculture study the best ways to grow fruits and vegetables in many environments. 

According to the author, how long has urban agriculture been around? 

Urban agriculture has been around since the inception of cities. 

In the third mental picture (paragraph 3) … 
What is the Eagle Street Rooftop farm and what does it provide? 

The Eagle Street Rooftop farm is a massive garden which provides plants for hundreds of urban consumers in 

Brooklyn. 

What was Annie Novak’s contribution to urban agriculture? 

Annie Novak published the Guide to Rooftop Farming that has helped so many people get started. 

In the fourth mental picture (paragraph 4) … 
What can city dwellers count on in years to come? 

City dwellers can count on fresher and healthier food thanks to urban agriculture. 

What does the author predict about urban agriculture? 

The author predicts that urban agriculture will be successful and eventually expand to other cities. 

 

 

 

 

 

Literal comprehension 

 ELAGSE6-8RI1, ELAGSE6-8W2b,d 
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Selected Responses – “City Crops”   

  Item 1. 
According to the author, why is it easier for crops to be grown in cities these days?  

A. Vegetables can be grown in gardens, along sidewalks, or in window boxes. 
B. Farms can succeed in spaces that have been abandoned or are unused. 
C. How-to guides for growing crops are readily available. 
D. all the above 

 

 Item 2. 
Which line from the text BEST describes how urban agriculture contributes to a sustainable future for 
the earth? 

A. “Research labs in the U.S. and the U.K. provide extensive support for city people who want to 
grow fresh food.” 

B. “City folks can order seeds and seedlings online and have them delivered to their front doors.” 
C. “… large pots on balconies, rooftops, courtyards, empty lots, and even larger fields dedicated as 

community gardens …” 
D. “[just] 6000 square feet of rich soil supplies fresh vegetables, herbs, and spices for hundreds 

of customers and restaurants.” 
 

 Item 3.   
Urban farms are likely to succeed because successful farmers take time to help startup farmers. What 
evidence from the article supports this statement?  

A. “So in the 1970s, tomatoes, beans, peppers, and cucumbers started replacing flowers along 
sidewalks, in window boxes, and on balconies.” 

B. “As long as there have been cities, there has been urban agriculture.”  
C. “Annie Novak published a Guide to Rooftop Farming available on the farm's website.” 
D. “As more urban farmers find ways to grow food in cities, city dwellers can count on fresher and               

more nutritious food for their meals.” 
 

 Item 4.   
What does the term sustainable mean as it is used in the article?  

A. staying in existence 
B. keeping city animals out of the gardens 
C. challenging the widespread opinion that cities are no places for growing food 
D. supporting long-term ecological balance as human populations expand 

 
 

Based on your reading of Text #1 “City Crops,” complete these selected responses to help 
secure your understanding of the text. 

Objective assessment 

 ELAGSE6-8RI4 
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   Constructed Response – “City Crops”    

The Writing Prompt 
Why has “urban farming” begun to thrive recently? Use evidence (details, key terms, and ideas) 
from the text to support your answer. 

The 2-point Rubric 
Pts The response achieves the following ... 

2 

Gives sufficient evidence of how to analyze the central idea of an informational text 
 Adequately explains the central idea with clear relevant evidence from the text 
 Explains how it fits into the overall structure and contributes to the text 
 Includes specific examples / details that make clear reference to the text. 

1 

Gives limited evidence of how to analyze the central idea of an informational text 
 Attempts a vague explanation of the central idea with little evidence from the text 
 Explains how it fits into the overall structure and contributes to the text 
 Includes vague examples / details from the remaining text. 

0 

Gives no evidence of analyzing the central idea of an informational text, no explanation of 
 Its central idea. 
 How either fits into the overall structure and contributes to the text. 
 Specific examples / details that make clear reference to the text. 

Sample of Constructed Responses 

2 
points 

Teacher expectations: Write at least 4-5 sentences and use at least 2-3 key terms from the Word Study in your 
response.  
Text #1 key terms: borough, extensive support, ideal, nutritious, sustainable, urban agriculture, variety of 
environments 

In “City Crops” the author states in the second mental picture, “as long as there have been cities, 

there has been urban agriculture.” Nevertheless, urban agriculture has begun to truly thrive only 

recently. This is thanks to the extensive support of researchers from the U.S. and the U.K. As the 

author of the text explains, “research labs … provide support for the city people who want to grow 

fresh food.” Since rural farms, which have traditionally supplied fruits and vegetables, are so far 

away, it is beneficial for city residents to have access to nutritious, fresh produce within walking 

distance. They “simply have to keep their ears open for word of a nearby city farm.” Supporting 

the urban agricultural industry promotes a healthier, sustainable, and social society. 

1  
point 

Supporting urban agriculture is important because you can never eat too fresh or too healthy. The 

crops grown in cities are always fresher and healthier than the ones grown in the countryside. A 

lot of this probably has to do with the use of pesticides. People who grow tomatoes in the city 

don’t have to use pesticides. 

0 
points 

Rural crops definitely seem like a better choice than city crops. I mean, when was the last time 

you had a delicious tomato from someone’s city garden? Tomatoes taste much better when they’re 

grown in the country. Besides, if urban agriculture begins to do too well, that will take away 

income from the countryside which can’t be a good thing. 

  

Based on your reading of Text #1 “City Crops,” construct your responses to this writing 
prompt.  

Written assessment 

 ELAGSE6-8RI5, ELAGSE6-8W2c,d, W10 
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 Text #2 – “Fruit Bowl of the Nation” 

 

Text #2 relates to Text #1 in a way you will discover. As you read "Fruit Bowl of the 
Nation," highlight the main idea and underline the most inclusive detail in each mental 
picture. 

Fruit Bowl of the Nation 
#1 For thousands of years, the Yakima Valley was nothing but desert filled with 
sagebrush. There were green grasses and tall trees along the banks of the Yakima River. 
Native American tribes lived along the river to use the water source for growing small 
gardens. The river flowed year-round with the highest water levels in the spring from melted 
snow from Mt. Adams and Mt. Rainier. The river overflowed its banks, flooded the valley 
floor, and left rich top soil. Then the water receded within the banks of the river for most of 
the year. It was hard to grow crops in soil that was either flooded or bone dry. Through the 
ingenuity of native tribe members, however, the band of rich farmland along the river 
widened over the years. 
#2  Missionaries, French-Canadian settlers, and military troops appeared in the valley in 
the 1840s, but they retreated from the resistance of the native tribes. The first permanent 
white settler, a "splendid old pioneer and man of iron,” was Fielding Mortimer Thorp. In the 
fall of 1860, Mr. Thorp came from nearby mountains and established a home near the Yakima 
River on a plain called Moxee. He brought his wife and children and a friend named Charles 
Spawn. The cattle he brought intrigued the natives, and his manner and industrious work on 
the land soon made them good neighbors. By 1865 several hundred settlers had moved in, 
and the territorial government of Washington created Yakima County. It named the county 
for Chief Yakima, the most prominent of the Native American chiefs.  
#3  Then in 1902, the U.S. Congress passed the Reclamation Act. It formed the Federal 
Bureau of Reclamation for planning water storage and rights. The mission of the bureau was 
to “manage, develop, and protect water and related resources in an environmentally sound 
manner in the interest of the American public.” The Yakima Project of 1905 was the first large 
project of the bureau. Over several years it built four dams to back up water in reservoirs and 
reduce the downstream flood damage. It also began the construction of a network of 
irrigation canals that brought water from the mountain reservoirs to the lower valley. The  

 

# Each numbered section of the text creates a mental picture for readers.  

   Continued on next page …  

 ELAGSE6-8RI4,10, S7L4 
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Suggestions for use – Week 3 

The three sections of this packet focus on Text #1, Text #2, and then the paired texts. Each 
section consists of three 30-minute sessions that occur each week for optimal effect. 

 

 Session 1 – Read the text and complete the Word Study of the text. 
 Session 2 – Complete the evaluative comprehension task; optional literal and inferential tasks. 
 Session 3 – Complete the selected-response and constructed-response task. 

Week 2 – Text #2 
 Session 1 – Read the text and complete the Word Study of the text. 
 Session 2 – Complete the evaluative comprehension task; optional literal and inferential tasks. 
 Session 3 – Complete the selected-response and constructed-response task. 

Week 3 – Paired Texts 
 Session 1 – Complete the selected-response and constructed-response tasks individually. 
 Session 2 – Complete the extended-response task independently.  
 Session 3 – Read and respond in pairs and revise. 

 Pacing for Paired Texts 

  Monday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Week 3 
Group 

Selected 
responses 

Constructed 
response Extended response 

Revision of 
extended 
response Evaluation 

General Ed individual individual individual pairs pairs 

Students in 
need 

individual as a small group as a small group as a small group  as a small group 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 1 – Text #1 
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Selected Responses –paired texts  

 

 Item 1.   
Which of the following is not a common feature of "City Crops" and "Fruit Bowl of the Nation?”  

A. well-organized support for food production 
B. diverse growing environments 
C. dependable rainfall 
D. economically and environmentally sound plans  

 

 Item 2.   
Which of the following BEST describes the theme of these two articles? 

A. The two articles offer opposite approaches to the same issue. 
B. The importance of extensive planning in developing a sustainable food source. 
C. It's important to have the support of ideas like those in The Reclamation Act of 1905 and 

Research Centre for Sustainable Urban and Regional Food (SURF). 
D. The importance of involving local residents in food production. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You have studied and constructed a response to each text, “City Crops” and “Fruit Bowl of 
the Nation.” It is time for you to complete several selected responses to help your 
understanding of how the two texts relate. Keep both texts handy for these responses. 

Objective assessment 

 ELAGSE6-8RI1-4 
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Constructed Response – paired texts  

The Writing Prompt 
What is the MOST LIKELY reason the author chose to examine "City Crops" and "Fruit Bowl of 
the Nation" together? Use evidence (details, key terms, and ideas) from each text to support 
your answer. 

The 2-point Rubric  
Pts The response achieves the following ... 

2 

Gives sufficient evidence of the ability to analyze how two informational texts relate 
 Clearly determines and summarizes the central idea of two texts and explains the support for the central idea 
 Selects parts of each text that illustrate similarities in the two texts 
 Includes specific examples / details that make clear reference to both texts 
 Adequately explains the purpose and contributions of each text to the relationship of the two texts. 

1 

Gives limited evidence of the ability to analyze how two informational texts relate 
 Determines and generally mentions the central ideas of two texts and support for the central idea 
 Includes vague or limited examples / details that make references to the text 
 Explains the purpose and contributions of related parts of both texts with vague / limited information from the texts. 

0 

One of 3 options that give no evidence of analyzing how two informational texts relate 
 Gives no evidence of determining the central idea of two texts or explains the support for a central idea. 
 States that the texts relate, but includes no examples / details from the texts. 
 Mentions the contributions of each text to the pair but includes no relevant information. 

Sample of Constructed Responses  

2 
points 

Teacher expectations: Write at least  4-5 sentences, use at least 2-3 key terms from each of the word studies in your response.   
Text #1 key terms: borough, extensive support, ideal, nutritious, sustainable, urban agriculture, variety of environments  
Text #2 key terms: environmentally sound, ingenuity, intrigued, network of irrigation canals, Reclamation Act, reservoirs, sagebrush 

Before reading “City Crops,” some people might have doubted whether any significant amount of food could be grown in 

the city, but the texts of “City Crops” and “Fruit Bowl of the Nation” were paired precisely because they prove that both 

rural areas and urban ones can supply their populations with the food they need in an environmentally sound way. The 

passages also show how very different the process of facilitating rural agriculture is from the process of facilitating urban 

agriculture. In the Yakima Valley, according to the author of Text #2, the government had to step in to build dams “to 

reduce downstream flood damage.” It then built a network of irrigation canals to channel water towards farms. The 

development of urban agriculture, on the other hand, required careful and extensive research. The author of Text #1 

mentions how the Research Centre for Sustainable Urban and Regional Food helped potential urban farmers know “what it 

takes to grow fruits and vegetables in a variety of environments.” Nevertheless, both passages show that a hard work ethic 

is essential in making any farm a success. 

 1 
point 

The texts are paired because they show you can grow food almost anywhere. The text explains that there wasn’t much 

difference between the Native Americans with “the band of rich farmland” and New Yorkers who used their own produce to 

sell to neighbors. The text shows it doesn’t matter where you grow food. 

0 
points 

To me, “City Crops” and “Fruit Bowl of the Nation” should have never been paired. I mean, they talk about two exactly 

opposite things. Plus, it’s ridiculous to say that cities could grow all the vegetables they need. After all, there are too many 

big buildings in New York City to grow crops in any serious way. 

You studied and responded to Text #1 and Text #2 separately. Then you completed selected 
responses about how the two texts relate. It is now time to construct a response to both 
texts using the writing prompt below. 

Written assessment 
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Extended Response – paired texts - Argument 

The Writing Prompt 
Think about: “City Crops” and “Fruit Bowl of the Nation” present examples of two methods of 
sustainable agriculture used in the United States. 

How do the plans in these two texts ensure that growing crops is sustainable? How does 
growing vegetables and fruit in Yakima Valley differ from city farms and urban agriculture? 
What role does government and research play in sustaining these two models of food pro-
duction? Which features of these systems of food production put them at risk for the future?  

Write about: Write an argumentative essay that convinces readers that one of these two 
systems of food production is the better long-term solution for society. Use evidence (details, 
key terms, and ideas) from both texts to support your claim. 

Be sure to 

 Introduce your claim. 
 Support your claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence from the texts. 
 Acknowledge and address alternate or opposing claims. 
 Organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
 Use words, phrases, and clauses to connect your ideas and to clarify the relationships 

among claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
 Establish and maintain a formal style. 
 Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 
 Check your work for correct usage, grammar, spelling, and capitalization. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ELAGSE6-8RI3, ELAGSE6-8W2c-d, W10 
ELAGSE6-8RI5, ELAGSE6-8W2c,d, W10 

Written assessment 

ELAGSE6-8RI3, ELAGSE6-8W1,10 

You studied and responded to Text #1 and Text #2 separately. Then you completed 
selected responses and a constructed response about how the two texts relate. It is now 
time to write an extended response that examines the relationship between Text #1 and 
Text #2 fully. 
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Teacher model of an extended-writing response – Argument  
Teacher expectations: Write at least 3-4 paragraphs, use at least 2-3 key terms from each of the word studies, and cite 
evidence with quotations from both texts in your response.  
Text #1 key terms: borough, extensive support, ideal, nutritious, sustainable, urban agriculture, variety of environments 
Text #2 key terms: environmentally sound, ingenuity, intrigued, network of irrigation canals, Reclamation Act, reservoirs, 
sagebrush 

Together “City Crops” and “Fruit Bowl of the Nation” emphasize that there is more than one 

way to engineer systems of food production to benefit society. “City Crops” shows the value of urban 

farming for providing nutritious food for many people in cities. “Fruit Bowl of the Nation” shows how 

the Reclamation Act made large dry areas capable of growing a large variety of fruits and vegetables. 

While government action can be very useful, however, I believe that urban farming is a better long-

term sustainable solution for society because anyone living in a city can participate. 

Urban farming is a revolutionary idea. Many people would think “cities are no place for 

flowers to grow, much less fruits and vegetables.” The reality, however, is that people in cities across 

the globe are beginning to participate in urban farming. According to the author of Text #1, “many 

websites provide all the tips needed for growing city crops,” and “city folks can order seeds and 

seedlings online and have them delivered to their front doors.” This means that urban farming isn’t 

restricted to just a few people. 

Mass organization helps more and more people participate in urban farming. The second 

mental picture of Text #1 explains how “research labs in the U.S. and U.K. provide extensive support 

for city people who want to grow fresh food.” “Courses on urban agriculture” makes urban farming 

easier for people to understand. The benefits of urban farming include that it can be done in a 

variety of environments. The author of “City Crops” states that plants can be grown “on balconies, 

rooftops, courtyards, empty lots, and even larger fields dedicated as community gardens.” Ideally, 

producing long-term, quality food sources will get as many people as possible involved. 

While government action is helpful, like in the Yakima Project of 1905, there are several 

reasons why it cannot solve all long-term food problems for society. For one, the U.S. government 

does not have authority to regulate food production everywhere in the world. Since the world is ruled 

by many governments that rarely agree, it would prove hard to manage all areas effectively. For 

another, while government action can force people to make certain changes, it can’t change the 

minds of people. Everyone needs to be active in and committed to growing quality food. This is why 

government action is a helpful solution, but not the ultimate one. Since urban farming can involve 

more people, it is a better long-term solution for society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELAGSE6-8RI3, ELAGSE6-8W1,10 

Written assessment 
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                Circle 1-2 strategies and use them to revise your first draft. 

Jot and blend 

 

Combining 
sentences 

 

Circling 
picture   
 sentences    

 

Writing leads  

 

Writing 
closes 

 

Framing 
pictures in a 
whole draft 

 

Other  

_____________ 

_____________ 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAL’s response 

Identify the revision. Fits the draft? Amount revised is … 

1 – Yes No Too much About right Add more 

2 – Yes No Too much About right Add more 

3 – Yes No Too much About right Add more 

 4 – Yes No Too much About right Add more 

Revision Module 
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Four of 10 Features  
of the Self-Assessment Scoring Rubric 
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Total Raw and Converted Scores 

 

Scoring Dashboard 

 

 


